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2003	toyota	matrix	common	problems

The	worst	complaints	are	engine,	transmission,	and	brakes	problems.	A	recent	investigation	has	shed	light	on	some	alarming	safety	concerns	surrounding	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix	model.	PG021-88,	PG015-89,	PG0015-90,	PG002-91,	PG002-93,	PG005-97,	PG007-01,	PG007-07,	and	T-SB-0144-08.	Safety:	In	the	NHTSA	frontal	crash	tests,	the	2003-2004
Toyota	Matrix	received	five	stars	for	both	the	driver	and	the	front	passenger.	The	2004–2009	model	years	have	812	complaints	and	an	overall	PainRank™	of	11.43.	2021	model	year	vehicles	may	be	available	provided	the	...	We	will	start	with	pros	and	cons.	The	airbags	have	a	nasty	tendency	of	randomly	deploying	due	to	electrical	noise	and	have	been
recalled.	Re-sale	value:	The	Matrix	holds	its	value	well	and	is	easy	to	sell.	So,	there	you	have	it!	A	glimpse	into	the	most	common	problems	faced	by	2003	Toyota	Matrix	owners.	The	Fit	is	also	reliable.	This	issue	required	professional	expertise	to	diagnose	and	fix.	These	problems	could	result	in	decreased	performance	and	potential	safety	concerns,
making	it	essential	to	seek	professional	assistance.	One	component	that	stands	out	is	the	transmission	system.	Read	More	»	Update	on	Technician	Certification	Requirements.	ft.	Replacing	the	intake	manifold	gasket	may	cost	$120-$280	in	a	repair	shop.	There	was	also	a	recall	for	a	faulty	ECM	in	2005-2008	Toyota	Matrix.	The	professionals	there	will
inspect	your	vehicle,	address	the	performance	issues,	and	ensure	it	meets	the	highest	safety	standards.	You	might	be	wondering	why	the	focus	is	solely	on	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix.	Let's	look	at	some	of	the	problems.	Read	more	about	the	starter	motor.	Drivers	noticed	clunking	noises,	uneven	tire	wear,	and	a	less	comfortable	ride.	January	11,	2018
Rev1:	?	Toyota	recommends	changing	your	oil	every	5,000	miles	or	6	months,	whichever	comes	first.	Ignition	Coil	Conundrums:	Some	owners	faced	challenges	with	their	ignition	coils,	resulting	in	misfires	and	a	decrease	in	engine	performance.	Brake	System	Quirks:	A	handful	of	Toyota	Matrix	enthusiasts	reported	problems	with	their	brake	systems.
The	tailgate	window	opens	separately	for	easy	access.	These	vulnerabilities	can	compromise	the	overall	integrity	of	the	car’s	structure,	increasing	the	likelihood	of	severe	injuries	in	the	event	of	a	collision.	Click	photo	for	larger	image	The	Matrix	is	a	tall	wagon	based	on	the	popular	Toyota	Corolla.	Spongy	brakes	or	pulsating	sensations	when	braking
were	indicators	of	potential	issues	that	required	prompt	attention	from	certified	mechanics.	Check	common	problems	reported	for	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix,	including	check	engine	light	issues	and	excessive	oil	consumption.	Outdated	Technology:	Compared	to	newer	models,	the	Matrix's	technology	features	are	outdated,	lacking	modern	connectivity
options.	If	you	notice	any	irregularities	while	changing	gears	or	hear	unusual	sounds,	it’s	advisable	to	have	a	professional	mechanic	inspect	your	car’s	transmission	system.	Based	on	federal	regulations,	a	load	carrying	modification	label	must	be	added	to	a	vehicle	if	weight	exceeding	the	lesser	of	1.5	percent	of	100	pounds	is	added	to	a	vehicle
between	final	vehicle	certification	and	the	first	retail	sale	of	the	vehicle.	Hence,	Toyota	has	decided	to	proactively	recall	all	affected	vehicles	and	rectify	these	issues	to	prevent	any	potential	hazards	down	the	road.	Well,	buckle	up	and	get	ready	as	we	take	a	trip	down	memory	lane	to	uncover	the	top	10	most	common	problems	that	plagued	Matrix
owners.	Fuel	Efficiency:	The	Matrix	offers	a	fuel-efficient	1.8-liter	engine	that	is	a	cost-effective	choice	for	daily	commuting	and	long	drives.	Read	More	»	TSB:	Vehicles	may	display	evidence	of	a	fluid	leak	or	fluid	seep	from	powertrain	components.	The	company	recognizes	the	importance	of	ensuring	that	their	vehicles	provide	a	secure	and	worry-free
driving	experience.	if	you	said	flammable	liquids	and	sparks	you're	absolutely	right!	Bonus	points	to	anyone	that	said	republicans	and	democrats	which	is	also	100%	correct	these	days.	These	issues	can	manifest	as	faulty	power	windows,	malfunctioning	dashboard	lights,	or	even	problems	with	the	car’s	stereo	system.	The	service	bulletin	EG045-07
describes	the	repair.	Any	corrected	values	must	be	accurate	to	within	1	percent	of	the	actual	added	weight.…keep	reading	article	"Wrong	Weight	Limit	Label	Recall"The	circuit	board	was	probably	messed	up	during	assembly	and	can	cause	a	sudden	loss	of	power	steering.	Watch	out	for	engine	noises.	These	failures	can	manifest	in	various	ways,	such
as	malfunctioning	lights,	power	windows,	or	even	engine	stalling.	Skip	to	content	Home>Toyota>2003	Toyota	Matrix	Problems	&	Reliability	Are	you	curious	about	the	potential	issues	you	might	encounter	with	a	2003	Toyota	Matrix?	Versatile	Hatchback	Design:	The	Toyota	Matrix	features	a	practical	hatchback	design,	providing	versatile	cargo	space,
easy	loading	and	flat	cargo	floor.	The	study’s	findings	regarding	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix	reveal	concerning	failure	rates	in	several	key	components,	including	the	transmission,	braking	system,	and	electrical	system.	Read	More	»	TSB:	SUPERSESSION	NOTICE	The	information	contained	in	this	bulletin	supersedes	Service	Bulletin	No.	T-SB-0043-14.
What	to	look	for	when	buying	a	used	Toyota	Matrix:	When	inspecting	a	used	Toyota	Matrix,	check	the	oil	level;	a	low	oil	level	could	be	an	indication	that	the	engine	consumes	oil.	The	investigation	found	that	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix	is	susceptible	to	electrical	failures,	including	wiring	malfunctions	and	short	circuits.	Read	More	»	California	(CA),
Federal	(FED),	and	50	State	Certified	emission	control	underhood	labels	(emission	labels)	may	be	obtained	through	your	dealership?s	Parts	Department	utilizing	standard	replacement	parts	ordering	procedures.	Harley	Davidson	System	Relay	Problems:	Analysis	Unveiling	the	Troubles:	A	Look	Back	at	the	Top	10	Most	Common	Problems	Faced	by
2003	Toyota	Matrix	Owners	Are	you	a	proud	owner	of	a	2003	Toyota	Matrix?	The	starter	motor	will	need	to	be	replaced.	If	the	engine	makes	a	loud	rattling	noise	or	there	is	a	smoke	from	the	exhaust	when	the	engine	is	started,	avoid	the	car.	Stay	informed,	stay	safe!	Recall	Alert:	Massive	Recall	Issued	for	2003	Toyota	Matrix	Due	to	Persistent
Performance	Issues	Introduction:	Hey	there!	Buckle	up	because	we	have	some	breaking	news	in	the	automotive	world.	Regular	inspections	and	servicing	can	help	identify	potential	problems	early	on,	preventing	them	from	escalating	into	more	significant	and	costly	issues.	Anti-lock	brakes	(ABS)	are	optional	(standard	on	XRS).	You	do	not	have	to
comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	Read	More	»	Technical	Service	Bulletin:	OBSOLETE	NOTICE:	July	31,	2018:	This	bulletin	is	now	obsolete.	A	bad	drive	belt	tensioner	can	cause	squealing	and/or	rattling	noise	coming	from	the	engine
compartment.	Safety	Concerns	Exposed:	Investigation	Finds	Critical	Flaws	in	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix	Model	Introduction:	Have	you	ever	wondered	how	safe	your	car	truly	is?	The	study	indicates	that	nearly	15%	of	2003	Toyota	Matrix	owners	have	reported	brake-related	problems.	Timely	inspection	and	maintenance	were	crucial	to	ensure	a	smooth
driving	experience.	2018	model	year	Toyota	vehicles.	Additionally,	certain	owners	have	faced	challenges	with	the	suspension	system	of	their	2003	Toyota	Matrix.	Affordable:	Not	only	the	initial	price	is	low,	but	the	maintenance	is	reasonably	cheap.	Even	if	the	engine	or	the	automatic	transmission	need	to	be	replaced,	used	units	are	not	too	expensive.
Replacing	a	starter	motor	will	cost	from	$250	to	$420;	it's	a	fairly	simple	job.	Click	photo	for	larger	image	The	2005-2008	models	scored	five	stars	for	the	driver	and	four	stars	for	the	front	passenger.	Crucial	Airbag	Malfunctions:	One	of	the	most	unsettling	discoveries	of	the	investigation	involves	airbag	malfunctions	in	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix.	Read
More	»	TSB:	OBSOLETE	NOTICE	April	07,	2020:	This	bulletin	is	now	obsolete.	Air	Conditioning	Anomalies:	A	number	of	drivers	experienced	issues	with	their	air	conditioning	systems,	ranging	from	limited	cooling	capacity	to	complete	failure.	If	you	own	a	2003	Toyota	Matrix,	it’s	crucial	to	take	immediate	action.	Mysterious	Check	Engine	Light:	The
dreaded	check	engine	light	haunted	Matrix	owners.	Yet	here	we	are	with	another	recall	of	543,000	Toyota	and	Lexus	vehicles	that	have	ticking	time-bombs	for	airbags.	We	try	to	boil	down	it	to	the	most	important	bits	about	things	that	actually	help	you	with	your	car	problem.	This	can	result	in	a	bumpy	and	uncomfortable	ride,	affecting	the	overall
driving	experience.	The	base	1.8-liter	4-cylinder	DOHC	engine	(model	1ZZ-FE)	is	the	same	as	in	the	Corolla.	Engine	Stalling	Woes:	One	issue	that	left	Matrix	owners	scratching	their	heads	was	engine	stalling.	Imagine	cruising	along,	only	to	have	your	car	suddenly	lose	power.	Handling:	With	responsive	steering	and	a	compact	size,	the	Matrix	provides
nimble	handling,	making	it	suitable	for	urban	driving.	Read	More	»	CARGO	MAT.	The	number	one	most	common	problem	is	related	to	the	vehicle's	power	train	with	88	problems.	The	recommended	repair	involves	replacing	the	drive	belt	tensioner	with	an	updated	part.	Toyota	does	NOT	recommend	replacement	of	original	seat	covers	with	non-Toyota
leather	or	other	seat	cover	materials	on	vehicles	due	to	the	following:	Seat	covers	...	Before	buying,	have	the	car	inspected	by	a	mechanic	of	your	choice.	Signup	for	free	email	alerts	over	at	CarComplaints.com.For	years	owners	have	complained	about	this	issue,	but	Toyota's	only	suggestion	has	been	to	pickup	the	phone	and	turn	it's	volume	all	the
way	up	after	the	call	has	been	initiated.	Check	whether	your	vehicle	falls	under	the	recall	category	by	referring	to	the	official	statement	released	by	Toyota.	*TT	Read	More	»	Page	2	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	follows	a	similar	lawsuit	filed	against	Honda	earlier	this
year.keep	reading	article	"Lawsuit	Says	Toyota’s	Use	of	Soy-Based	Wiring	is	Attracting	Rodent	Damage"Toyota	says	federal	safety	standards	require	a	vehicle	to	activate	a	warning	light	if	there	is	a	drop	in	the	brake	fluid	level.	Imagine	being	involved	in	an	accident	and	relying	on	your	airbags	for	protection,	only	to	find	them	ineffective.	Some	drivers
have	reported	engine	stalling	or	misfiring,	which	can	be	quite	frustrating.	No	warranties	are	given.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the
original.	In	certain	situations,	such	as	sudden	impact	or	collision,	the	airbags	may	fail	to	deploy	or	deploy	improperly.	This	means	you	can	travel	up	to	396	miles	(637	km)	on	one	13.2-gallon	(50-liter)	tank	of	gas.	Reliability:	Toyota's	reputation	for	reliability	extends	to	the	Matrix,	making	it	a	dependable	option	for	used	car	buyers.	Being	aware	of	these
potential	issues	and	taking	appropriate	measures	to	address	them	can	help	Matrix	owners	ensure	the	safety	and	reliability	of	their	vehicles.	What	Should	You	Do?	This	led	to	some	understandably	upset	owners	and	a	couple	of	lawsuits.	The	sporty	Matrix	XRS	has	a	180-hp	1.8L	2ZZ-GE	motor	borrowed	from	Toyota	Celica	mated	to	a	six-speed	manual
transmission.	It	would	illuminate	without	any	apparent	reason	or	warning,	leaving	them	wondering	if	there	was	a	serious	underlying	problem	or	just	a	glitch	in	the	system.	Owners	will	be	reimbursed.keep	reading	article	"Toyota	Wants	to	Stop	Seat	Heaters	From	Setting	Owner's	Buns	on	Fire"And	so,	when	Corolla	owner	Robert	Ruginis	petitioned	the
National	Highway	Traffic	Safety	Administration	(NHTSA)	to	investigate	low-speed	surging	in	the	2006-2010	Corolla,	it	seemed	like	a	slam	dunk,	home	run	or	.	In	this	article,	we’ll	delve	into	the	details	of	the	recall	and	shed	light	on	what	it	means	for	Toyota	Matrix	owners.	Another	troubling	finding	relates	to	the	braking	system.	Read	More	»	TSB:
REVISION	NOTICE	July	31,	2018	Rev2:	?	?	The	recall	is	being	handled	by	Southeast	Toyota	Distributors	(SET)	which	is	the	world’s	largest	distributor	of	Toyota	and	Scion	vehicles.The	recall	is	expected	to	begin	on	July	14,	2016	and	the	seat	heaters	will	need	to	be	disconnected.	It's	hard	to	think	of	any	other	vehicle	that	is	as	practical	and	fuel	efficient
at	the	same	time.	There's	a	lot	of	news	out	there,	but	not	all	of	it	matters.	There	are	a	number	of	reports	about	problems	with	a	manual	transmission	due	to	a	faulty	bearing.	The	Heart	of	the	Matter:	So,	what	exactly	triggered	this	massive	recall?	A	115V	power	outlet	is	among	the	available	options.	These	issues	can	lead	to	various	safety	risks,	ranging
from	malfunctioning	headlights	and	brake	lights	to	loss	of	power	steering	or	engine	failure.	If	you	own	a	2003	Toyota	Matrix,	you	might	want	to	pay	extra	attention.	If	your	car	is	affected,	reach	out	to	your	nearest	authorized	Toyota	service	center	to	schedule	an	appointment.	2023	model	year	vehicles	may	be	available	provided	the	...	Read	More	»
TSB:	Replacement	certification	labels	(the	vinyl	label	installed	on	the	driver	door	or	door	post)	and	VIN	plates	(the	metal	plate	riveted	to	dashboard)	(see	Figure	1)	for	most	1979	?	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	Toyota	recently
announced	it	is	recalling	20,000	vehicles	that	could	experience	gas	leaks.	There's	no	word	on	when	the	recall	will	begin.keep	reading	article	"Highlander	Brake	Sensor	Needs	to	be	Reconnected"Why	do	automakers	bother	with	recalls	about	stickers?	Areas	prone	to	corrosion	included	the	wheel	arches,	undercarriage,	and	rear	hatch,	demanding
regular	inspections	and	protective	measures.	Read	also:	What	mileage	is	OK	for	a	used	car?	These	issues	have	raised	concerns	about	the	safety	and	reliability	of	the	vehicle,	prompting	Toyota	to	take	swift	action.	That	kind	of	flattery	will	get	you	nowhere,	Toyota.	See	how	to	check	automatic	transmission	fluid.	Matrix	owners	found	themselves
grappling	with	windows	that	refused	to	roll	up	or	down,	leading	to	inconvenience,	especially	during	inclement	weather.	Conclusion:	In	light	of	the	investigation’s	findings,	it	is	evident	that	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix	model	has	critical	flaws	that	compromise	its	safety	standards.	This	article	aims	to	uncover	the	critical	flaws	discovered	during	the
investigation,	highlighting	the	potential	risks	they	pose	to	drivers	and	passengers	alike.	Let’s	delve	into	the	details	and	understand	what	this	means	for	Toyota	Matrix	owners.	That's	unacceptable,	even	by	government	standards.…keep	reading	article	"Electrical	Noise	Causing	Random	Airbag	Deployments"The	deformed	dashes	have	also	been	known
to	extrude	a	strange,	goo-like	substance	that	is	oddly	shiny	and	sticky;	like	something	you'd	find	in	a	toddler's	coat	pocket.	Furthermore,	electrical	system	failures	have	been	reported	by	approximately	10%	of	Matrix	owners.	Such	electrical	issues	not	only	inconvenience	drivers	but	also	compromise	the	overall	functionality	and	reliability	of	the	vehicle.
The	Toyota	Matrix	is	a	lightweight	car;	if	you	want	better	traction	on	snowy	roads,	consider	installing	winter	tires.	A	failed	starter	motor	will	cause	the	car	not	to	start.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	Similar	cars:	Mazda	3	2004-2009	Honda	Civic	2006-2011	Toyota	Matrix	2009-2014	Pontiac	Vibe
2003-2010	Toyota	Corolla	2009-2013	Mechanical:	The	2003-2008	Matrix	comes	with	front-	or	all-wheel	drive,	and	a	choice	of	manual	or	automatic	transmission.	Window	Regulator	Woes:	Another	common	complaint	involved	faulty	window	regulators.	Stay	tuned	for	more	insights	and	tips	to	keep	your	beloved	Matrix	running	smoothly	and	effortlessly.
Prioritizing	safety	should	always	be	paramount	when	making	decisions	about	car	ownership	or	considering	potential	repairs.	Replacement	Certification	Labels	and	VIN	Plates	Read	More	»	TSB:	SUPERSESSION	NOTICE	The	information	contained	in	this	bulletin	supersedes	Service	Bulletin	Nos.	Read	More	»	Beginning	in	1998,	Toyota	introduced	side
airbags	as	optional	equipment.	The	following	chart	shows	the	23	most	common	problems	for	2003	Toyota	Matrix.	Read	More	»	A	new	Special	Service	Tool	(SST	09709-00002)	has	been	introduced	to	aid	in	the	inspection	procedure	for	certain	vehicles	equipped	with	a	floor	pedal-type	parking	brake	system.	Well,	let’s	dive	into	some	of	the	problems	that
owners	have	reported	over	the	years.	Electrical	System	Hazards:	Another	alarming	discovery	relates	to	potential	electrical	system	hazards.	If	you're	traveling	at	slow	speeds	and	your	power	steering	suddenly	goes	away,	pulling	over	to	the	side	of	the	road	is	going	to	feel	like	you're	steering	through	a	vat	of	caramel.	From	mechanical	quirks	to
electrical	glitches,	we’ll	shed	light	on	the	challenges	that	some	drivers	faced	with	this	popular	car.	Those	suckers	don't	work	at	all.	of	cargo	space	covered	with	plastic	with	built-in	attachments	for	tie-downs.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Harsh	shift	condition	with	the	MIL	light
ON	and	the	code	P2716:	recommended	repair	involves	replacing	the	ECM	(engine	computer)	with	an	updated	part.	Interested	in	getting	these	stories	in	an	email?	The	Pontiac	Vibe	is	a	mechanical	twin	of	Toyota	Matrix	and	can	also	be	considered.	The	system	is	classifying	all	passengers	as	small	and	light,	regardless	of	their	actual	size.	The	upright
front	seats	offer	good	visibility	and	easy	entry/exit.	If	you	own	a	2003	Toyota	Matrix,	it	is	essential	to	stay	informed	and	proactive	in	order	to	maintain	your	car’s	performance	and	longevity.	However,	Toyota	then	sent	a	second	notice	that	removed	the	information	about	a	timeline	for	repairs.Oh,	well	it	can't	be	too	long	before	everyone	gets	their
replacement	dash,	right?…keep	reading	article	"Owners	Are	Still	Waiting	For	Replacement	Dashboards"If	you	like	it	really	toasty	—	as	in,	with	an	actual	flame	—	you’ll	probably	love	one	of	7,700	Toyota	vehicles	with	seat	heaters	that	catch	on	fire.	The	Supersession	Notice	has	been	updated.	In	such	cases,	it’s	recommended	to	consult	an	experienced
technician	who	can	diagnose	and	resolve	these	electrical	problems	effectively.	Signup	for	free	email	alerts	over	at	CarComplaints.com.Those	are	three	words	that	I'm	tired	of	typing	and	you're	sick	of	hearing	about.	They	also	said	an	investigation	wasn't	worth	their	time:…keep	reading	article	"NHTSA	Says	No	to	Unintended	Acceleration
Investigation"The	problem	doesn't	have	anything	to	do	with	how	loud	you	crank	the	volume	or	how	many	times	your	local	station	plays	that	Taylor	Swift	song	--	although	let's	be	honest,	it	could	use	a	break.	Numerous	complaints	have	allegedly	been	filed	with	the	government,	Toyota	and	Lexus	dealerships	nationwide	since	at	least	1999.This	isn't	the
first	time	Toyota	has	been	sued	for	musty	A/C	units.keep	reading	article	"Air	Conditioner	Lawsuit	Complains	About	Mold	Smell	From	Toyota	HVAC"A	judge	in	California	has	ruled	in	favor	of	dismissing	a	soy-wiring	lawsuit	because,	in	the	court's	eyes,	the	problems	don't	violate	the	terms	of	Toyota's	express	warranty.…keep	reading	article	"Judge
Doesn’t	Buy	Claims	of	Soy	Wiring	Lawsuits"According	to	the	plaintiff,	she	learned	the	hard	way	about	the	soy	wiring	when	her	Avalon	wouldn't	start	and	a	look	under	the	hood	showed	wires	chewed,	so	she	had	the	car	towed	to	a	dealer.	The	agency	said	they	analyzed	data	from	an	event	recorder	cited	by	Ruginis	in	his	petition	and	came	up	with	a
completely	different	conclusion.	If	that	sounds	familiar,	it's	because	they've	been	recalled	before.	Maintenance:	How	often	should	you	change	your	oil?	It’s	crucial	to	address	these	problems	promptly	to	prevent	any	further	damage	to	the	vehicle	and	ensure	optimal	performance	on	the	road.	Any	previous	printed	versions	of	this	bulletin	should	be
discarded.	Overall,	it's	a	great	little	car,	but	not	without	problems.	These	problems	range	from	engine	malfunctions	and	transmission	glitches	to	electrical	failures.	PG021-88,	PG015-89,	PG0015-90,	PG002-91,	PG002-93,	PG005-97,	PG007-01,	PG007-07,	PG006-01,	PG004-97,	T-SB-0144-08,	and	T-SB-0304-17.	Premature	Headlight	Burnouts:	Matrix
owners	frequently	encountered	premature	headlight	burnouts,	which	necessitated	frequent	replacement.	These	issues	range	from	squeaking	brakes	to	complete	brake	failure,	posing	potential	safety	risks	for	drivers	and	passengers	alike.	The	base	1.8L	engine	is	not	very	quick,	but	works	fine	in	day-to-day	driving.	A	contaminated	or	failed	air	flow
sensor	can	also	cause	the	code	P0171.	It	is	essential	for	Toyota	Matrix	owners	and	prospective	buyers	to	be	aware	of	these	concerns	and	take	appropriate	measures	to	address	them	promptly.	A	few	owners	have	experienced	difficulties	with	shifting	gears	or	noticed	strange	noises	coming	from	the	transmission.	Toyota	Matrix	2005.	Owning	a	2003
Toyota	Matrix	had	its	share	of	troubles,	but	with	proper	care	and	maintenance,	many	of	these	issues	could	be	mitigated	or	resolved.	Service	Bulletin	Nos.	This	bulletin	explains	how	to	determine	the	differences	between	a	fluid	leak	versus	a	fluid	seep.	The	front	passenger	seatback	flips	forward,	if	you	want	to	haul	long	items.	That's	unacceptable,	even
by	government	standards.…keep	reading	article	"Electrical	Noise	Causing	Random	Airbag	Deployments"The	inflators	have	been	rupturing	and	sending	hot	shrapnel	all	over	the	cabin,	resulting	in	severe	burns	and	cuts	for	owners.	Some	vehicles	are	being	recalled	for	the	second	time.	This	engine	uses	a	maintenance-free	timing	chain;	there	is	no
timing	belt.	When	something	in	your	trunk	slides	around	it	can	knock	the	speaker's	wires	out	of	position.	It's	a	good	idea	to	replace	the	drive	belt	at	the	same	time.	A	cabin	filter	needs	to	be	replaced	every	24	months	or	20,000	miles.	A	leaking	intake	manifold	gasket	or	can	cause	the	Check	Engine	light	to	come	on	with	the	codes	P0300-P0304,	P0133
and	P0171.	Sorta	defeats	the	point,	don't	you	think?…keep	reading	article	"Illinois	Lawsuit	Says	Toyota's	Hands-Free	Calling	is	Unusable"The	plaintiffs	claim	the	vehicles	have	defective	heating,	ventilation	and	air	conditioning	(HVAC)	systems	that	cause	smells	and	health	problems	from	mold	that	collects	on	the	evaporators.	Read	More	»	A	key	part	to
maintain	the	proper	function	and	safe	operation	of	the	vehicle's	braking	system	is	to	perform	a	visual	inspection	when	installing	brake	pads,	calipers,	and	discs.			Photo:	Toyota	Canada	The	code	P0441	could	be	caused	by	a	bad	gas	cap,	although	the	Evap	system	will	have	to	be	tested	to	confirm	it.	Automatic	transmission	fluid	should	be	checked
regularly	and	changed	when	dirty.	TSB:	Replacement	certification	labels	(the	vinyl	label	installed	on	the	driver	door	or	door	post)	and	VIN	plates	(the	metal	plate	riveted	to	dashboard)	(see	Figure	1)	for	most	1979	?	The	scorching	summer	heat	was	no	match	for	these	malfunctions,	leaving	occupants	sweltering	inside	their	cars.	Once	that	happens,	if
they	come	in	contact	with	the	woofer's	metal	frame	you	could	be	singing	come	on	baby,	light	my	fire	on	your	next	commute.…keep	reading	article	"Avalon	Subwoofer	Fire	Recall"That	is,	unless	you're	one	of	the	defective	airbags	in	over	2.1	million	vehicles.	Numerous	complaints	have	allegedly	been	filed	with	the	government,	Toyota	and	Lexus
dealerships	nationwide	since	at	least	1999.This	isn't	the	first	time	Toyota	has	been	sued	for	musty	A/C	units.keep	reading	article	"Air	Conditioner	Lawsuit	Complains	About	Mold	Smell	From	Toyota	HVAC"A	judge	in	California	has	ruled	in	favor	of	dismissing	a	soy-wiring	lawsuit	because,	in	the	court's	eyes,	the	problems	don't	violate	the	terms	of
Toyota's	express	warranty.…keep	reading	article	"Judge	Doesn’t	Buy	Claims	of	Soy	Wiring	Lawsuits"While	an	insurance	company	paid	the	bulk,	a	new	lawsuit	filed	in	Massachusetts	wants	to	know	when	Toyota	is	going	to	pay	for	the	decision	to	go	with	soy?…keep	reading	article	"A	Second	Soy-Wiring	Lawsuit	Has	Been	Filed	in
Massachusetts"According	to	the	plaintiff,	she	learned	the	hard	way	about	the	soy	wiring	when	her	Avalon	wouldn't	start	and	a	look	under	the	hood	showed	wires	chewed,	so	she	had	the	car	towed	to	a	dealer.	The	Honda	Fit,	although	smaller	is	another	good	choice	for	a	fuel-efficient	car	with	decent	cargo	space.	Stay	safe	on	the	roads,	folks!	Harley
Davidson	Rocker	Problems:	Common	Issues	Breaking	Down	the	Numbers:	Study	Reveals	Alarming	Failure	Rates	in	2003	Toyota	Matrix	Components	Have	you	ever	wondered	about	the	reliability	of	your	car?	The	study	reveals	that	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix	has	an	unusually	high	failure	rate	in	its	transmission,	with	approximately	20%	of	vehicles
experiencing	issues	within	the	first	five	years	of	ownership.	slow.…keep	reading	article	"New	Unintended	Acceleration	Petition	Filed"Page	3The	software	used	to	determine	the	front	seat	passenger's	size	and	weight	is	faulty.	This	can	cause	problems	with	how	much	force	the	seat	belt	uses,	and	ultimately	can	result	in	injury.…keep	reading	article
"Highlander	Airbag	Occupant	Sensor	Failure"Page	6Sure,	this	generation	has	its	problems	but	at	least	it's	better	than	the	2nd	Generation	Prius.	Common	problems	include	a	bad	water	pump,	bad	starter	motor,	Check	Engine	light	issues,	suspension	and	driveline	problems,	oil	leaks,	minor	engine	problems,	as	well	as	issues	with	a	manual	transmission.
Another	problem	that	has	been	encountered	is	related	to	the	transmission	system.	SAE	5W-30	is	the	recommended	oil	viscosity.	Toyota	Motor	Corporation,	et	al.	Unfortunately	40	of	the	recalled	vehicles	still	had	a	random	deployment	after	they	were	"fixed",	according	to	the	National	Highway	Traffic	Safety	Administration	(NHTSA).	Find	…	Matrix
owners	have	made	119	complaints	about	the	2003–2008	model	years.	This	can	cause	problems	with	how	much	force	the	seat	belt	uses,	and	ultimately	can	result	in	injury.…keep	reading	article	"Highlander	Airbag	Occupant	Sensor	Failure"Page	4There's	a	lot	of	news	out	there,	but	not	all	of	it	matters.	Addressing	this	issue	required	expert	diagnostic
skills.	What	is	the	recommended	interval	to	change	automatic	transmission	fluid?	Conclusion:	The	massive	recall	issued	for	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix	due	to	persistent	performance	issues	highlights	Toyota’s	unwavering	dedication	to	customer	satisfaction	and	safety.	If	you	own	this	model	year,	don’t	wait!	Take	action	now	and	get	your	vehicle	inspected
and	repaired	to	ensure	a	smooth	and	secure	driving	experience.	follows	a	similar	lawsuit	filed	against	Honda	earlier	this	year.keep	reading	article	"Lawsuit	Says	Toyota’s	Use	of	Soy-Based	Wiring	is	Attracting	Rodent	Damage"So,	how	are	things	going?	Inside,	it's	the	definition	of	'practical'.	Oh,	and	also	make	sure	the	radio	volume	is	below	level	45.
Transmission	Troubles:	Some	Matrix	owners	experienced	transmission	issues,	such	as	rough	shifting	or	slipping	gears.	The	Matrix	is	a	simple	reliable	wagon.	During	the	test	drive,	watch	out	for	noises	from	a	manual	transmission;	there	are	plenty	of	complaints	about	manual	transmission	problems.	If	you	want	to	keep	your	engine	in	good	shape	longer
and	given	that	it's	quite	common	for	the	1.8L	engine	to	consume	some	oil,	we	recommend	changing	your	oil	every	3,500-4,000	miles.	The	starter	might	produce	a	single	click,	but	will	not	run.	A	massive	recall	has	been	issued	for	this	particular	model	due	to	persistent	performance	issues.	The	propellant	could	deteriorate	over	time	and	cause	too	much
combustion,	which	could	cause	the	body	of	the	inflator	to	rupture	during	air	bag	deployment.Toyota	announced	plans	to	recall	the	2001-2003	Corolla,	Matrix,	Sequoia,	and	Tundra	along	with	the	Lexus	SC	430.keep	reading	article	"Recall	of	Exploding	Airbag	Metal	Canisters"Page	2There's	a	lot	of	news	out	there,	but	not	all	of	it	matters.	In	general,	the
Matrix	is	a	reliable	car.	Handling	and	ride:	Toyota	Matrix	offers	sharper	handling	and	firmer	ride	compared	to	the	Corolla.	Instead,	it	all	comes	down	to	the	subwoofer's	exposed	wires.	Safety	First:	Toyota	is	known	for	its	commitment	to	safety,	and	this	recall	is	a	testament	to	that.	Not	so	fast,	or	in	this	case	...	Toyota	told	her	rodents	had	caused	the
damage	and	it	would	be	no	problem	to	repair	the	problems	as	long	as	she	could	cough	up	$6,000	to	cover	the	bill.The	soy-based	wiring	is	allegedly	attracting	in	rodents,	who	love	to	chew	it	up	and	use	it	for	nesting	material.	Read	More	»	TSB:	OBSOLETE	NOTICE	November	21,	2017:	This	bulletin	is	now	obsolete.	This	problem	often	stemmed	from	a
faulty	engine	control	module	(ECM),	causing	frustration	for	many	drivers.	We	recommend	the	automatic	transmission	since	the	manual	is	known	to	have	problems.	Driving	a	car	with	compromised	electrical	systems	poses	a	grave	danger	on	the	road,	demanding	urgent	attention	to	avoid	tragic	consequences.	Please	see	T-SB-0304-17.	Feeling	the	heat
of	pending	litigation,	Toyota	announced	they	will	extend	warranty	coverage	on	the	dashboards	in	3.5	million	vehicles	rather	than	go	to	court.	Road	Noise:	Some	drivers	and	passengers	note	that	the	Matrix	can	be	prone	to	road	noise,	especially	at	higher	speeds.	Well,	it	turns	out	that	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix	has	been	plagued	by	persisting	performance
issues.	Dim	or	non-functioning	headlights	affected	visibility,	posing	a	safety	hazard	on	the	road.	Both	engines	are	reliable	and	easy	to	maintain.	This	is	a	significant	cause	for	concern	and	raises	questions	about	the	long-term	durability	of	the	Matrix’s	transmission.	Owning	a	car	can	be	an	exciting	experience,	but	it’s	essential	to	stay	informed	about
common	problems	to	ensure	a	smooth	ride.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Anytime	flammable	liquid	is	somewhere	it	shouldn't	be,	there's	a	chance	for	fire.	Using	our	PainRank	™	system	we've	ranked	it	60th	out	of	81	Toyota	generations	in	overall	reliability,	with	some	engine	…	The	2003	Toyota
Matrix	has	395	problems	&	defects	reported	by	Matrix	owners.	The	lawsuit,	Heidi	Browder	vs.	This	critical	flaw	puts	occupants	at	a	significantly	higher	risk	of	injury,	emphasizing	the	need	for	immediate	attention	and	action.	Regular	maintenance	and	timely	repairs	are	vital	to	keep	the	suspension	system	in	good	condition	and	ensure	a	smooth
journey.	According	to	the	study,	there	are	alarming	failure	rates	in	certain	components	of	this	popular	vehicle.	Suspension	Struggles:	Suspension	components	showed	signs	of	wear	and	tear	in	certain	Matrix	models.	Why	the	2003	Model?	Go	sports	team!	But	instead	NHTSA	said	no	to	the	investigation.	Besides,	the	world's	attention	had	turned	to
GM's	ignition	switch	fiasco.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	Electrical	problems	have	also	been	reported	in	some	2003	Toyota	Matrix	vehicles.	Corrosion	Concerns:	Over	time,	rust	and	corrosion	became	a	headache	for	Matrix	owners.	Looking	for	a	particular	2003
Toyota	Matrix	problem?	If	you	own	or	are	considering	buying	a	2003	Toyota	Matrix,	it’s	crucial	to	be	aware	of	these	findings	to	make	informed	decisions	about	your	safety	on	the	road.	Such	findings	underline	the	importance	of	reinforcing	the	structural	design	for	optimum	safety	performance.	The	airflow	sensor	($120-150	for	OEM	part)	is	easy	to
replace.	Signup	for	free	email	alerts	over	at	CarComplaints.com.So,	how	are	things	going?	slow.…keep	reading	article	"New	Unintended	Acceleration	Petition	Filed"Page	5October	2019Toyota	Bluetooth	echo	problems	have	caused	a	class	action	lawsuit	that	alleges	when	the	driver	of	the	Toyota	uses	the	hands-free	phone	system	to	make	or	receive	a
call,	the	person	on	the	other	end	of	the	call	hears	an	echo	of	their	own	words.There's	a	lot	of	news	out	there,	but	not	all	of	it	matters.	The	airbag	malfunctions,	structural	vulnerabilities,	and	electrical	system	hazards	uncovered	during	the	investigation	magnify	the	potential	risks	faced	by	drivers	and	passengers	alike.	You	probably	know	the	script	by
now.…keep	reading	article	"543,000	More	Vehicles	Added	to	Takata	Recalls"That	is,	unless	you're	one	of	the	defective	airbags	in	over	2.1	million	vehicles.	That	sounds	delicious,	by	the	way.…keep	reading	article	"Power	Steering	Circuit	Recall"Go	ahead,	I'll	wait	...	That	ranks	66th	in	reliability.Learn	More	2005	Toyota	Matrix	interior.	Here's	a
breakdown	of	what	you	need	to	know:…keep	reading	article	"Popular	Models	With	Bad	Welds	Are	Leaking	Gas"The	software	used	to	determine	the	front	seat	passenger's	size	and	weight	is	faulty.	It's	also	a	good	idea	to	check	the	engine	oil	level	regularly.	So	are	Toyota's	problems	with	unintended	acceleration	in	the	rearview	mirror?	They	also	said	an
investigation	wasn't	worth	their	time:…keep	reading	article	"NHTSA	Says	No	to	Unintended	Acceleration	Investigation"The	deformed	dashes	have	also	been	known	to	extrude	a	strange,	goo-like	substance	that	is	oddly	shiny	and	sticky;	like	something	you'd	find	in	a	toddler's	coat	pocket.	Well,	after	thorough	investigation	and	analysis,	Toyota	has
identified	specific	manufacturing	defects	and	design	flaws	that	are	unique	to	this	particular	model	year.	Please	see	T-SB-0032-20.	However,	Toyota	then	sent	a	second	notice	that	removed	the	information	about	a	timeline	for	repairs.Oh,	well	it	can't	be	too	long	before	everyone	gets	their	replacement	dash,	right?…keep	reading	article	"Owners	Are	Still
Waiting	For	Replacement	Dashboards"And	so,	when	Corolla	owner	Robert	Ruginis	petitioned	the	National	Highway	Traffic	Safety	Administration	(NHTSA)	to	investigate	low-speed	surging	in	the	2006-2010	Corolla,	it	seemed	like	a	slam	dunk,	home	run	or	.	Structural	Vulnerabilities:	The	investigation	also	reveals	significant	structural	vulnerabilities	in
the	2003	Toyota	Matrix.	Read	more:	How	to	inspect	a	used	car	-	illustrated	guide.	The	Matrix	can	last	for	over	200,000	miles	with	good	maintenance.	During	crash	tests,	the	vehicle	exhibited	weaknesses	in	key	areas	that	are	designed	to	absorb	impact	forces	and	protect	occupants.	Interior	Quality:	The	interior	materials	and	build	quality	may	not	be
as	refined	as	some	competitors	in	the	same	class.	Fuel	Economy:	The	2005-2008	1.8L	(1ZZ-FE)	Toyota	Matrix	automatic	is	rated	at	25/31	mpg	city/highway.	It	is	crucial	for	Matrix	owners	to	pay	attention	to	any	signs	of	brake	malfunction	and	promptly	address	them	to	ensure	their	safety	on	the	road.	The	vehicles	have	been	recalled	because	fire	and
cars	don’t	get	along,	what	with	their	tanks	of	highly	flammable	liquids	and	all.	All	the	affected	vehicles	are	equipped	with	aftermarket	accessory	seat	heaters	that	contain	copper	strand	heating	elements.	A	recent	study	has	shed	light	on	a	concerning	issue	regarding	the	2003	Toyota	Matrix.	Applicability	has	been	updated	to	include	2017	?	By	issuing
this	recall,	Toyota	aims	to	address	the	performance	issues	head-on	and	ensure	the	overall	satisfaction	and	safety	of	their	customers.	2005	Toyota	Matrix.	One	significant	concern	that	some	2003	Toyota	Matrix	owners	have	faced	is	engine-related	issues.	Rear	seats	fold	down	flat,	offering	53.2	cu.	Regular	servicing,	prompt	repairs,	and	attentive
maintenance	can	significantly	reduce	the	likelihood	of	experiencing	these	problems.	It’s	worth	mentioning	that	not	all	2003	Toyota	Matrix	models	will	necessarily	encounter	these	problems.	Because	of	federal	law.	While	it	is	important	to	note	that	not	all	Toyota	Matrix	vehicles	are	affected,	these	alarming	failure	rates	emphasize	the	need	for	vigilance
and	proactive	maintenance.	The	aftermarket	belt	tensioner	is	priced	from	$30	to	$60,	the	OEM	part	is	more	expensive:	$140-$160.	According	to	[a]	lawsuit,	when	Toyota	first	announced	the	warranty	program	the	automaker	notified	customers	and	said	it	could	take	months	to	gather	the	replacement	parts.	Ruginis	said	his	Corolla	moved	forward	with
the	brake	pedal	pressed,	NHTSA	said	it	didn't.	Remember	to	consult	certified	technicians	and	stay	updated	with	recalls	or	service	bulletins	to	ensure	a	trouble-free	driving	experience.	If	the	number	was	on	the	list,	the	inflator	was	replaced	and	it	seemed	like	we	could	all	get	back	to	enjoying	our	summer.…keep	reading	article	"Dangerous	Takata
Airbags	Recalled	Again"Takata	said	the	propellant	wafers	produced	at	a	plant	in	Moses	Lake,	Washington,	between	April	13,	2000	and	September	11,	2002,	may	have	been	produced	with	an	inadequate	compaction	force.	However,	the	automaker	says	there	is	a	possibility	the	wire	harness	that	attaches	to	the	brake	fluid	reservoir	sensor	was	never
connected	during	manufacturing.In	other	news:	the	sun	is	hot,	traffic	is	the	worst,	and	I	can't	believe	this	actually	went	unchecked.	Ruginis	said	Corollas	can	move	forward	even	with	the	brake	pressed	to	the	floor,	NHTSA	said	they	can't.Instead,	NHTSA	placed	the	blame	on	Corolla	drivers	in	most	cases.	Signup	for	free	email	alerts	over	at
CarComplaints.com.The	plaintiffs	claim	the	vehicles	have	defective	heating,	ventilation	and	air	conditioning	(HVAC)	systems	that	cause	smells	and	health	problems	from	mold	that	collects	on	the	evaporators.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	All	affected	cars	were	recalled	and	their	inflator
serial	numbers	were	checked	against	a	list	of	defective	parts	provided	by	the	supplier.	Cramped	Rear	Seats:	While	the	Matrix	offers	good	cargo	space,	rear-seat	passengers	may	find	the	space	a	bit	cramped	on	longer	journeys.	I	guess	they	wanted	to	avoid	a	sticky	situation	(I	never	promised	that	the	jokes	would	be	good,	folks).…keep	reading	article
"Toyota	Tries	to	Get	Out	of	Sticky	Dashboard	Situation	with	Warranty	Extension"They	had,	after	all,	recalled	millions	of	cars,	paid	hefty	fines	to	the	government,	entered	talks	to	settle	hundreds	of	class-action	lawsuits	and	even	paid	out	$1.6	billion	to	owners	because	the	trade-in	value	of	their	vehicles	had	diminished.	However,	being	aware	of
potential	issues	can	help	you	stay	prepared	and	take	appropriate	action	if	any	symptoms	arise.	Service	Bulletin	No.	Read	More	»	TSB:	SUPERSESSION	NOTICE	The	information	contained	in	this	bulletin	supersedes	Service	Bulletin	Nos.
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