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Amazon	fire	stick	vs	mi	tv	stick	which	is	better.	Amazon	fire	stick	lite	vs	mi	tv	stick.

While	other	companies	held	off	on	releasing	new	streaming	devices,	Amazon	has	continued	to	turn	out	great	options	on	an	annual	basis.	The	Fire	TV	Stick	4K	with	Alexa	Voice	Remote	from	2019	is	one	of	the	best	streaming	devices	you	can	get,	along	with	being	the	best	Fire	TV	Stick	out	of	the	bunch.	So	when	Amazon	went	ahead	and	dropped	the	new
Fire	TV	Stick	(2020)	and	TV	Stick	Lite,	I	was	intrigued.These	aim	to	solve	a	couple	of	different	problems	for	those	looking	at	getting	a	new	streaming	device.	There	are	some	flaws,	but	not	enough	to	mark	either	of	these	options	as	not	good	value.	It's	clear	that	Amazon	is	paying	attention	to	the	competition	and	what	has	been	working.Off	the	jump,	it's
important	to	note	that	from	a	design	perspective,	there	really	isn't	much	difference	between	the	Fire	TV	Stick	and	the	TV	Stick	Lite.	In	the	box,	you'll	find	the	same	HDMI	stick,	along	with	Amazon's	remote,	charging	cable,	HDMI	extender,	batteries,	regulatory	pamphlets,	and	the	wall	charger.	This	isn't	all	that	surprising,	as	this	is	more	of	an	iterative
release,	versus	some	ground-breaking	new	device	aimed	to	take	over	your	streaming	needs.What	is	different,	though,	is	the	reason	each	one	of	these	sticks	exists.Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	&	TV	Stick	Lite:	Price	and	availability(Image	credit:	Andrew	Myrick	/	Android	Central)The	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	and	TV	Stick	Lite	have	both	been	available	since
September	of	2020.	Both	are	available	from	a	wide	variety	of	retailers,	with	a	starting	price	of	$29.99	for	the	TV	Stick	Lite	and	$39.99	for	the	Fire	TV	Stick.	Amazon	includes	an	Alexa	Voice	Remote	with	either	of	these	streaming	devices,	but	the	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite's	remote	does	not	include	TV	controls.	Today's	best	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	(2020)	deals
(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)Today's	best	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite	(2020)	deals	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)$29.99	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)
(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)(Image	credit:	Andrew	Myrick	/	Android	Central)Ever	since	moving	into	my	current	apartment,	I	have	been	trying	to	find	the	perfect	setup	for	my	streaming	needs.	With	Verizon	FiOS	in	tow,	I	opted	not	to	sign	up	for	the
company's	television	services,	in	large	put	due	to	the	number	of	streaming	services	that	I	already	subscribe	to.With	a	TV	in	three	different	rooms,	and	the	capability	to	feature	smart	speakers	in	various	rooms,	I	have	already	experimented	with	the	likes	of	Apple	TV	4K	paired	to	a	HomePod,	and	with	Google's	new	Chromecast	with	Google	TV.	That's
not	to	mention	that	the	fantastic	Hisense	H65	TV	in	my	living	room	is	powered	by	Android	TV.Part	of	the	reason	why	I	continue	to	tinker	and	find	the	best	solution	is	in	large	part	due	to	my	wife.	See,	she	has	grown	accustomed	to	the	Amazon	way	of	life,	as	the	Fire	TV	Stick	has	been	her	go-to	option	for	a	few	years	now.(Image	credit:	Andrew	Myrick	/
Android	Central)While	going	through	the	Fire	TV	Stick	setup	process,	I	found	that	I	was	able	to	control	my	TV	with	the	included	Alexa	Voice	Remote,	which	is	a	nice	perk.	I	have	enough	remotes	as	it	is,	and	they	all	end	up	in	a	drawer,	so	being	able	to	use	just	one	for	everything	is	a	huge	help.	The	setup	process	was	smooth,	and	I	was	signed	into	my
Amazon	account	in	no	time.Being	able	to	control	everything	from	a	single	remote	is	extremely	satisfying.Amazon	even	asked	what	applications	I	planned	on	using	throughout	the	process,	so	that	I	wasn't	left	to	search	for	them	on	my	own.	Being	able	to	just	select	the	app	and	sign	in	is	something	that	was	a	bit	more	seamless	than	I	was	expecting,
although	there	are	some	caveats	here	that	we'll	touch	on	in	a	bit.(Image	credit:	Andrew	Myrick	/	Android	Central)Firing	up	Alexa	to	ask	her	a	quick	question	with	the	remote	performs	as	you	would	expect.	It's	not	like	this	is	the	first	Fire	TV	remote	to	feature	this	ability,	but	the	Fire	TV	Stick	did	feel	like	it	responded	a	bit	quicker	compared	to	the	Fire
TV	Stick	4K	that's	in	another	room.Amazon's	Fire	TV	interface	hasn't	changed	much	in	a	couple	years,	but	the	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite	has	a	new	"Guide"	button	built-in.	This	is	different	from	what	we've	seen	from	other	Fire	TV	remotes,	and	gives	you	quick	access	to	a	guide	so	you	can	channel	surf	just	like	if	you	had	a	traditional	cable	box.	This	includes
the	likes	of	YouTube	TV,	Sling,	Hulu,	and	others,	making	it	easy	for	you	to	find	something	to	sit	back	and	relax	with.The	built-in	Guide	button	on	the	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite's	remote	will	harken	you	back	to	the	old	days	of	channel	surfing.Regardless	of	the	interface,	or	the	app	availability,	the	Fire	TV	Stick	(2020)	and	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite	really	shine	for	a
specific	subset	of	folks:	you	don't	care	about	4K	video	playback,	but	want	to	make	your	"dumb"	TV,	smart.	Including	Alexa	on	both,	especially	on	the	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite,	is	absolutely	fantastic	and	shows	that	Amazon	is	trying	even	harder	to	get	Alexa	into	the	hands	of	more	and	more	users.Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	&	TV	Stick	Lite:	What	I	don't	like(Image
credit:	Andrew	Myrick	/	Android	Central)In	a	market	filled	with	nimble	competitors	always	improving	their	software	experience,	Amazon's	Fire	TV	UI	feels	clunky	and	disorganized.	When	these	products	were	announced,	Amazon	confirmed	that	a	new	and	streamlined	interface	was	on	the	way,	but	it	has	yet	to	arrive.This	has	filled	me	with	frustration
as	the	Amazon	ads	take	over	every	piece	of	open-screen	real	estate.	Sure,	I	can	set	some	favorite	applications,	or	just	use	the	Alexa	Remote	to	open	some	apps,	but	even	then,	I	have	to	go	back	to	the	Home	Screen	and	see	those	ads	again.	And	as	for	the	Alexa	Remote,	there	are	some	limitations	as	to	what	you	can	ask	her	to	show	on	the	big	screen.
For	example,	while	Alexa	can	open	the	YouTube	TV	app,	it	cannot	take	you	directly	to	a	specific	channel.	And	trying	to	open	the	Apple	TV+	app	is	a	no-go	entirely;	Alexa	just	takes	you	to	the	App	Store	or	tells	you	that	there's	no	app	that	can	be	found.(Image	credit:	Andrew	Myrick	/	Android	Central)On	one	hand,	the	standard	Fire	TV	Stick	provides	the
ability	to	control	your	TV,	but	misses	out	on	the	useful	and	dedicated	"guide"	button.	The	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite	includes	that	guide	button,	but	you	can't	control	your	TV.	Put	simply,	the	Fire	TV	Stick	is	in	an	awkward	position	and	doesn't	offer	as	much	value	as	the	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite.It	would	be	really	wonderful	if	Amazon	would	release	a	remote,	even	if
you	had	to	purchase	one	after	the	fact,	that	includes	all	of	the	features.	But	I	would	guess	that	Amazon	had	to	"cut	corners"	somewhere,	or	provide	some	additional	functionality	for	the	TV	Stick	Lite	to	make	it	enticing	outside	of	the	price.Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	&	TV	Stick	Lite:	CompetitionSource:	Joe	Maring	/	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Android
Central)If	you're	trying	to	determine	what	way	you	should	go	in	the	realm	of	a	smart	home	streaming	device,	then	there's	really	only	one	device	that	can	be	compared	to	the	Fire	TV	Stick	and	TV	Stick	Lite.	Roku's	$30	Express	HD	is	one	of	the	few	non-4K	streaming	devices	on	the	market	and	is	clearly	the	device	that	Amazon	is	attempting	to
cannibalize.The	Express	HD	gets	an	upper	hand	with	the	help	of	the	remote	thanks	to	the	four	shortcut	buttons,	along	with	the	sometimes-useful	"Instant	Replay"	button.	Of	course,	you'll	miss	out	on	any	of	the	Alexa-smarts	or	smart	home	compatibility	in	general,	but	this	is	Roku's	entry-level	streaming	device,	meaning	that	you'll	win	some	and	lose
some.While	the	other	options	may	not	be	able	to	compete	in	price,	they	practically	blow	the	Fire	TV	Stick	and	TV	Stick	Lite	out	of	the	water.	Google's	new	Chromecast	with	Google	TV	is	an	almost-perfect	streaming	device	and	costs	only	$50,	with	a	sleek	interface	and	the	first	Chromecast	that	comes	with	a	remote.	Of	course,	there's	4K	on	board,
along	with	Google	Assistant	and	a	few	different	and	fun	color	options.The	final	"big"	competition	for	either	of	these	new	Fire	TV	Stick's	is	the	Fire	TV	Stick	4K.	For	just	$10	more	than	the	Fire	TV	Stick	(2020),	the	4K	model	features	the	same	remote,	along	with	4K	video	playback,	access	to	all	of	Amazon's	services,	and	will	also	be	getting	the	new
interface	whenever	Amazon	pushes	it	to	all	devices.	It's	really	a	toss-up,	kind	of	leaving	the	Fire	TV	Stick	(2020)	in	an	awkward	position.Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	&	TV	Stick	Lite:	Should	you	buy	them?(Image	credit:	Andrew	Myrick	/	Android	Central)You	should	buy	these	if	...You	want	a	Fire	TV	stick	on	the	cheapYou	want	an	all-in-one	remoteYou	stream
Live	TVYou	should	not	buy	these	if	...You	want	4K	video	playbackYou	don't	want	to	deal	with	adsAmazon	is	trying	to	pull	a	Samsung	and	provide	a	product	at	every	price	point	for	those	looking	for	streaming	devices.	The	Fire	TV	Stick	(2020)	is	in	an	awkward	position	due	to	how	close	in	pricing	it	is	to	the	superior	Fire	TV	Stick	4K,	although	it	does
provide	the	ability	to	control	your	television	along	with	the	Fire	TV	Stick.On	the	other	hand,	the	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite	is	the	better	value	proposition,	coming	in	much	cheaper	than	almost	anything	else	on	the	market.	But	even	while	maintaining	such	a	low	price,	Amazon	still	includes	Alexa	voice	integration	which	is	absolutely	fantastic	so	you	won't	have
to	break	the	bank.If	we	were	to	make	comparisons,	the	Fire	TV	Stick	Lite	would	be	equivalent	to	the	Amazon	Echo	Dot,	while	the	Fire	TV	Stick	4K	would	be	the	Amazon	Echo.	That	leaves	the	new	Fire	TV	Stick	(2020)	kind	of	in	no	man's	land,	unless	you	want	a	Fire	TV	Stick	and	want	to	spend	the	$40.Review	ChangelogThis	review	was	originally
published	in	November	2020.	It	was	updated	June	2022	with	the	following	changes:Updated	information	regarding	Peacock	and	HBO	Max	availability.Added	price	and	availability	section.Added	a	changelog.	Apple	TV	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	are	two	solutions	for	delivering	streaming	content	such	as	Netflix,	Hulu,	and	Amazon	Video	to	your
television.	Both	media	streaming	devices	also	let	you	download	apps	and	games	to	supplement	your	experience	…	but	which	option	is	best?	We	look	at	both	the	Apple	TV	and	the	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	to	find	out	which	would	best	fit	your	home	theater,	movie	nook,	or	bedroom	television.	Depending	on	whether	you	are	looking	for	an	elevated	gaming
experience	or	just	a	way	to	binge-watch	the	latest	shows	and	blockbusters,	your	perfect	solution	may	vary.	Are	you	looking	for	TV	devices	that	can	stream	content	in	4K	HDR?	This	article	features	Apple	and	Amazon’s	entry	options	for	home	theatre	setups,	which	provide	content	in	1080p	Full-HD.	For	more	information	about	each	company’s	4K
offering,	be	sure	to	check	out	our	reviews	of	the	Apple	TV	4K	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	4K.	User	interface	Both	Apple	and	Amazon	have	had	enough	time	to	present	polished	interfaces,	and	neither	offers	a	painful	experience;	both	media	devices	let	you	get	to	your	favorite	content	quickly,	without	digging	through	endless	menus.	Apple	presents	a
standard	Home	Screen	filled	with	rectangle-shaped	apps	that	can	be	arranged	however	you	wish,	while	Amazon	uses	a	tile	system	that	changes	based	on	your	most	recently	used	apps	and	its	recommendation	engine.	If	you	prefer	a	bit	of	order,	you	may	feel	more	at	home	with	Apple’s	app	layout	as	you	remain	in	control	completely;	that	said,	we	also
appreciate	the	more	personalized	experience	that	Amazon	offers	on	its	devices.	When	it	comes	to	navigation,	both	Apple	TV	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	offer	voice	assistants,	Siri	and	Alexa.	The	quickest	way	to	navigate	these	interfaces	is	to	call	up	the	provided	voice	assistant	and	use	your	voice	to	begin	a	search;	you	can	also	manually	browse	through
content	via	the	provided	remotes,	which	we	will	discuss	shortly.	Overall,	both	interfaces	are	clean	and	easy	to	navigate.	That	being	said,	we	do	need	to	penalize	Amazon	for	is	its	inclusion	of	advertisements	throughout	its	home	menus;	Apple	TV	inserts	no	such	ads	for	a	less	intrusive	experience.	Winner:	Apple	TV	Remote	control	If	you’ve	ever	picked
up	an	Apple	TV	remote,	you	might	already	be	aware	of	where	this	conversation	is	headed.	Apple’s	touch-sensitive	Siri	Remote	is	an	icon	of	the	industry,	but	unfortunately,	it	isn’t	well-liked.	Apple	uses	a	touch	surface	that	allows	you	to	scroll	and	flick	through	the	TV’s	menus,	but	the	sensitivity	and	overall	design	have	been	touted	as	challenging	to	use.
On	the	flip	side,	Amazon	provides	a	more	standard	remote	design	with	a	tactile	circle	that	acts	as	a	directional	pad.	Most	people	will	find	it	easy	to	use	immediately.	Both	Amazon	and	Apple	remotes	can	also	control	essential	functions	such	as	media	playback	and	volume.	Additionally,	Amazon	features	an	Alexa	voice	button	on	its	Fire	TV	Stick	remote,
while	Apple	features	a	Siri	button.	Neither	remote	provides	a	much-desired	function:	backlighting.	We	appreciate	Apple’s	future-forward	ingenuity,	but	the	Fire	TV	Stick	remote	wins	the	battle	any	day	when	it	comes	down	to	a	pleasurable	experience.	Winner:	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	Games	and	apps	Nearly	the	entirety	of	your	media	streaming	box
experience	will	be	spent	within	available	apps,	and	both	Apple	TV	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	provide	dedicated	stores	so	you	can	add	on	new	features	and	experiences	with	a	few	clicks.	Comparing	two	app	catalogs	is	tricky:	We’ve	found	that	both	the	Apple	TV	App	Store	and	Fire	TV	App	and	Games	section	provide	most	staples,	including	Prime	Video,
Netflix,	Hulu,	ESPN,	YouTube,	Disney+,	and	Sling	TV.	The	significant	difference	is	that	the	HBO	Max	app	is	not	available	on	any	Fire	TV	devices	due	to	a	disagreement	between	HBO	and	Amazon	—	although	there	are	a	few	workarounds	to	follow.	Both	Apple	TV	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	offer	games	for	download,	but	wade	in	and	you’ll	see	that	Apple
TV	quickly	takes	the	cake.	For	starters,	the	games	available	within	the	Apple	TV	App	Store	are	of	objectively	better	quality,	and	the	company	even	offers	a	monthly	gaming	subscription	known	as	Apple	Arcade.	Additionally,	games	run	significantly	smoother	on	Apple	TV	thanks	to	its	internal	Apple	A8	chip	versus	the	Fire	TV	Stick’s	lower-powered
quad-core	ARM	1.3	GHz	offering.	While	you’ll	find	a	large	selection	of	apps	on	both	platforms,	it’s	hard	to	deny	that	Apple	TV	is	a	better	option	for	anyone	planning	on	doing	a	bit	of	gaming.	Winner:	Apple	TV	Smart	Home	Apple	TV	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	both	allow	for	the	control	of	smart	home	devices;	Apple	supports	its	HomeKit	standard,	and
the	Fire	TV	Stick	can	control	any	Alexa-compatible	devices.	Both	Apple	TV	and	Fire	TV	Stick	can	also	receive	video	from	supported	smart	cameras	so	that	you	can	take	a	peek	to	see	what’s	happening	in	the	nursery	or	who’s	at	your	front	door.	If	you	already	own	smart	home	gear,	you’ll	want	to	base	your	decision	on	whether	you	have	Alexa	or	
HomeKit	compatible	smart	devices	in	your	home.	That	said,	the	volume	of	devices	supporting	Apple’s	HomeKit	is	still	woefully	limited,	while	the	enormous	list	of	Alexa-compatible	gadgets	and	gear	could	fill	a	Best	Buy.	If	you’re	thinking	your	TV	might	make	a	good	smarthome	hub	—	and	make	no	mistake,	it	will	—	Apple	simply	doesn’t	compete.
Winner:	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	Casting	and	mirroring	If	you	want	to	share	content	on	your	phone	or	tablet,	you	can	do	so	with	either	the	Apple	TV	or	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick.	Apple	offers	AirPlay,	allowing	any	iOS	device	to	share	its	screen.	Sadly,	Apple	TV	doesn’t	play	nicely	with	non-Apple	devices,	so	you	won’t	find	yourself	connecting	your	Android
smartphone	any	time	soon.	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	plays	a	similar	card,	supporting	screen	mirroring	from	Android	devices,	and	not	iOS	and	MacOS	options.	If	you	want	to	share	content	on	your	television,	you’ll	want	to	pick	the	media	streaming	box	that	supports	the	smartphone	and	tablet	devices	you’re	already	using.	Winner:	Tie	Video	and	audio
quality	When	it	comes	to	video	quality,	both	the	Apple	TV	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	are	nearly	head	to	head.	Both	media	streaming	boxes	can	deliver	1080p	content	up	to	60	fps,	and	neither	supports	more	advanced	color	standards	such	as	HDR.	When	it	comes	to	audio,	Apple	TV	has	a	slight	edge	as	it	supports	up	to	Dolby	7.1	Surround	Sound.
Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	supports	up	to	Dolby	5.1	Surround	Sound,	only	allowing	7.1	as	a	pass-through	option.	Additionally,	as	both	devices	deliver	high	definition	content,	you’ll	be	connecting	with	an	HDMI	cable.	If	you’re	looking	for	4K	media	streaming	options	with	HDR	support,	you	may	want	to	look	at	Apple	and	Amazon’s	higher-end	solutions,	the
Apple	TV	4K	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	4K.	Otherwise,	when	it	comes	to	quality,	the	Apple	TV	and	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	tie	in	video,	and	Apple	slightly	pulls	ahead	in	audio	thanks	to	its	Dolby	7.1	Surround	Sound	support.	Winner:	Apple	TV	Value	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	comes	in	at	an	affordable	$30,	making	it	an	easy	purchasing	decision	for	any
television.	Apple	TV,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	bit	more	difficult	of	a	sell.	If	you	want	to	pick	up	an	Apple	TV,	you’ll	need	to	shell	out	$150	for	the	privilege.	Don’t	lose	the	Siri	remote	either,	as	the	replacement	will	cost	you	$60.	Oddly	enough,	Amazon’s	Fire	TV	Stick	remote	will	cost	you	the	same	price	as	the	media	streaming	stick,	$30,	if	it	needs	to	be
replaced.	No	matter	which	device	you	prefer,	Apple	TV	costing	5x	more	than	the	Fire	TV	Stick	is	a	hard	truth	to	swallow.	Winner:	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	Overall	Winner:	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick	If	it	wasn’t	for	the	Apple	TV’s	higher	price,	the	winner	of	this	battle	might	have	been	different,	but	Apple’s	decision	to	charge	$150	with	Amazon’s	Fire	TV	Stick
costing	only	$30	is	impossible	to	ignore.	If	you	want	to	watch	your	favorite	shows	and	movies,	the	Fire	TV	Stick	will	likely	be	the	best	option.	However,	we	will	openly	admit	that	Apple’s	ultra-smooth	ad-free	interface	is	highly	desirable	and	that	kids	(and	adults)	will	have	a	blast	with	the	available	games.	In	the	end,	the	best	choice	will	likely	be	based
on	what	smart	home	gear	you	own	and	whether	or	not	you	live	in	the	Android	ecosystem,	best	suited	for	Fire	TV	Stick,	or	the	Apple	ecosystem,	best	suited	for	none	other	than	the	Apple	TV.	Editors'	Recommendations
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